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NEW PUBLIGATIONS.

GODWIN'S HISTORY OF FRANCE.
,wé?r’:‘n:‘uﬁ lel?lwx:;" Vel I

The wint of 8 complete general hislgcy of Franoe
o English literature has been a loading motive with
Mr. Gedwin for engaging in the composition of this
elaborate work. Mauny of the principal topiss, it is
trus, have been ineidentally discussed by Eoglish
writers; the great lasdmarks of French history
farm too importast & portion of the history of En.
yopean civilization, vot to enter largely into every
socount of the middle ages; but no consacutive work
exproasly devoted to the sabject, derived from origi-
nal soarces, sud with the requisite smplitude snd
thoroughness of treatmeut, has yot been written in
our mother tongne,

The plan of Mr. Godwin is infended to supply
this deficiency, by a parrative of the history of
France from the daie of the earliest records to the
commencement of the Revolution in 1759, He di-
vides his work info six grea$ periods: 1. Ancient
Gaul, to the death of Charlemague, II Fendal
Frauce, closing with St. Louis. ML Franee, dur.
ing the natious!, civil, and religious wars. IV.
Tee #hree great ministers, Sully, Mazarin, Rich-
elfien. V. The reign of Louis XIV. VL The
Eighteenth Century. Each of these periods will be
treated in a single volnme, which, as far as the na-
ture of'such & work permite, will be complete in if-
self.

In the volume now iesued, the history of ancient
Gaul is related under the divisions of Primitive Gaul,
Romsn Gaul, Romsp-German Gaul, and German
Guul, one book being devoted o each division,
Passing over the deseription of Primitive Gaal,
which presents a ratber formidable introduction to
the volume, on sccount of the necessary aoalyses of
the distinotions of race which it_includes, although

relieved by numerous glimpees of the social condition
of a transitional age, we come fo the period sue-
coeding the Roman conquest, in depicting which
the author finds a more congenial task, and pre-
sonts a gratifying esinest of the vigor and address
in grappling with his theme, which will doubtless
becoms more and more apparent in the progresa of
the work.

The poesession of Gaul by the Romans not only

introduced a new system of government, jurispru-
dence, and wilitary orgsnization, but gave a stroag
mopolse to social improremeut. Beside the arts,
which served both for embellishment and utility,
and exerted a refining inflaence, institutions of
learning were established which powarfully con-
tributed fo the spread of intelligence among the
people, The school founded by Augustus at Autun
soon grew info eminence; others of equal celebrity
were created at Vieune, Toulouse, and Arles; a
taste for literature was imbibed by many opulent
Gallie families; famous teachers were procured
from distant eities; and multitades of youth were
enticed by the del'ghts of study from the excite-
ments of the chase and of war. The culture of the
Romans, from the first, found & lively sympathy
among the people of Gaul. They were early ad-
dicted to the refinements of epeech; the love of dis-
putation was & pawsion; oraters, actors, and poets
abounded in the regions which have since been dis-
tinguished by Maesillon and Flechier, | Mirabeau,
eod the Girondists,

In treating the religion of Gaul, Augustus pur-
sued a more cautious and ainister courss, Druid-
ism was amserted, but not openly; only its more cruel
rites were abolished; while it was secretly under-
miged in the belief of tho upper classes. It was de-
creed that no adberent of Druidism couldsonjoy the

and favored tndividuals coatd uloas as-
ire. In sny encounter betweeu 1Wo snch r.]lg“':?.
ttis most be imonod'n&.-::n‘:: victory acoras only
ol
‘t;-l.;:tm,;fml.l:' ..-mumer waa illustrated in the
first exporiences of Christwnity in Gauk. A few Asiatic
teachers from the Chureh of Smyrma headod by Pothi-
nne, whohad prayed with Polycarp, & beloved compna.
ion of the wmuf disciple of John, and either following
the routes of commetce, or, parhinps, invited by Jows
who had sccompanied Herod or Pilats in sheir exils
were the eurthly instruments of ita ndvent. A -ual[
circle of belisvers which they gathersd at Lyona soon
became & considerable religions eommuaity. Tha re-
gisters still proserve to ua tho uRmes of tifiy mambars,
while those of uthers, #aye the pious chromicler, ** are
written in the pages of the Book of Life" Dut in
thoee diys snccess wae sorrow. The lofiy tone whioh
the new religion hastened to assame with its growth
in yumbers, the diffosion of an opmion that with the
fall of the ancient religion of Rome the temporal do-
minion wonld also fall, together with the nnasual oc-
currence of natoral calamives, which awoke superati-
tioua feare, and the rumors of new barbaric incosds,
conspired to arouge the heathen it with an al-
most fanatical fary. Their zeal soon ad from rane
corous reproaches into personal violeuce. The Christ-
juns were stoned in the streets; they were chased from
the buthe nnd the fornm; they were shat np in their
houses; they wers denoanced to the tribunals as in-
cestuous and atbeistical; and the slaves wara saborned
to proclaim their simpls agape Thyestiau feusts, and
their fraternal assemblies (Edipodean marringes. Ar-
ruigued before the suthorities, they were tortured by
all thore horrible methods which Roman arit
well knew, in orderto induce them to retract their
confesgions or to accnse their fellows, Bome relapsed
nider the severity of the inflictions, but she n({oritﬁ
of the econfessors stood firm. A mau of rank an
wealth, Vetting Apagathus, who came forward to de-
ferdl them, lnmself denounced as a Christinn,
eagerly avowed the offence, Many perished in the
posome air of the dungeons to which they were com-
mitted; others had their limbe disloca ed in the stocks;
while the mors detested among them were alowly
bumed by the application of hot irons to the eensitive
of the body. By a ‘{peonliar refinement of eru-
eliy the Komuns contrived to inflict these puishments
on the occusions of their public festivale. Crowded
amphitheaters shonted when soms tonder and delicate
woman Wae torn by the wild beasts, or ap aged aud
venerable man was stretched b'nriing upon the cross.

Among the viotime of this hellish ruge was the
Bishop Fothinus, then ninely years of age, whoae feeble
body seuk beneath its puing, but whose mind gathersd
perenity und firmuees from them. Another victim, whose
appearance on the peene was more charneteristic of the

reat soctal revolusion Christianity wae effecung, as

$lundinn—n woman aud o slave. Threugh all thesx-
crucinting sgonies of the torture, ber mistress, who
herself & confessor, watched her in trembling auxiety
lest sheshould be betrayed into eome weak concestion,
But Ch |ilil.‘.imit‘{l posseescd & living power then whish
could lift even the lowly elave into a eublimity of he-
roism, From the cross where, like her heavenly Mas-
ter, she hung, the guzeof & frantic rabbls, shé sang
bymns to his praise; when taken down from it, the
beasts of the arena refused to do toeir office, ns if their
brate natures, softer thin those of men, coald beswed
by such sweot piety; aod the intervals batween her

unishments, twice poetponed, ahe passed in comfori-
E'ng those of her compsuions who wero reserved for s
similur fate. The apostates whom weakness had al-
lowed to retract were animaled by her to & renewed
strength, and they connted it their highest joy to bs
sdmitted to the prospect of sharing her sufferings, At
luet, when she was dragged forth to final exseution,
on the recurrence of the great feetival games which
Calignla bad isesitated on the banks of the Rhone, she
nmier death, by the horns and feet of a farions wild
auimal, ““Jike ove iuvited to & wedding banquet.” She
wea the last to die, but her name becams the first in
the roll of those esints whom ihs pions gratitade of
the Gailic Choreh bas gince raised to the skies,

From Lyons the Christiana fled to Vieune, to Autun,
and to Chalons, whither persscution followed them;
but the new faith could not be extinguished by the
frowne of power, In lesa than twenty years, the litde
origingl germ had grown to & vigorous tree. Nursed
by the zeal avd Frmhnw of Drenivas, the suscossor of
Pyot.hinug, und ““the groat lnmivary of the West," it
became a champion of orthodoxy iu Earope, nud sus-
tuived many & powerfol contesl against the Goostie
ant Manichivan beresies, while it dared to check even
the overweening pretensions of Rome.

The condition of Gaul toward the elose of the
Romsn domination is the subject of an able chapter,
from which we obiain an iutevesting view of the
social and domestic relations of that period. The

and demi-gode,

yprivilages of a Koman eitizen, though the gods o
Ganl were freely admitted to the honors of Roman

polytheism.

If Druidism was not, however, by these means
wholly vanquished; if the mass of the people sill
clong to it, in the eilence of their cabine, or amid the
solitudes of the bills; if for senturies yet weshall hea:
its uudinﬁ‘; tatope, s it withdraws gradually into
Armorica, Britsin, into the lonely island of Mona,
there to breaths ite last sighe among tha breaking hil
lows of the Arctic seas, it is none tha leas true that it
vitality is eapped, and that it is destined to be mor:
and mors abeorbed in the life of toe new faith. Gan!
‘was no longer the chosen home of the Druids, for Gaul
berself was collapsing rapidly in the powerfal grasp
of Bome. Her inhabitants, proud sud tery, will from
time to time repew the painful strogele sgaivst he in-
wvader; by incessunt revuits they will coutinue to pro-
test ot Lis domination, und keep alive ths tradi-
tion © ﬂleirn%‘mn frevdom; but they will exist no
more for us ag endest races, The old battlea of
the clans are umﬁy fought out; the fires are dying
upon the hearth-stoves of the ohiefs; and soon their
very uage, lingering with asd regrets among the
echoes of the mountaine or the wild murmurs of the
mshhllmdiﬁu,wﬂl be wrausmuted iuto a strange
epeech.

p‘!hl the vigorons characteristics impressed upon the
race by the eternsl bana of Nature will prove them-
selves indelible: the Iialian, the Spaniard, the Ger-
man, the Beandinavian, way mingle hisbiood with that
of the (iaul; eighteen centuries of viciezitude, of war
and ohange, will pass over him; aod efier all we ehull
be able to recoguize in his descendants, occupying hiy
ancient places, the sume gening which onoe taaght elo-
quenes W Ciovro, aad disputed viciory with Casar,

Geul fades In the light of the more gairish day of
the Empire; but, as her Flnnu pules, und the rising
orb seema to fill the world with its ﬁ’leudﬂr, higtory
notes that on ber frontiere the Germans sre blowing &
clamorcus salute apon thelr ox horns, while afar off, in
un obscure aod despised province of the Eust, the
morning stars appounce the birth of a child ** whose
LAme l«&: called JEsus.

The introduction of Christianity into Gaul is de-
scribed with graphic brillisncy of delineation in one
of the most striking passages of the present volume,

The new snd divine doetrine revesled by Jesas of
Nazureth bud been more easily propufi;ed umong the
Jewizh synagoguee and Grecian schoole thun in the
gilent fores.s of the weet of Europe. The labors aod
guflerings of & century had produced it an obicure
estab) ut in ltaly and Bpain, and brought it, in
the of individuals, iuto Britain, Gaal, and the
m“my; J“ it was nowhere sigulfiiant
enough to atuadt officiel attention, and much less Lo
arouse putlic alarm. Those fret persecutions of it
which kre commonly ascribed to the fears of the em-
perors arceo rather frow an enmity which confoanded
1t with Judaism, or made it s pretext for personal re-
pentmeuts, Netther Nero nor Domitian ksew enongh
of Christinnity to deem it & proper object of wrald,
Nor nutil the time of Trajan (sfier A. D. ), when
the rilent spread of it had begun to threaten the io-
coms of the beathen temples, and & popular animosicy
‘was otirred up by the priests, was it distinotly resog-
nized a8 & religio nova of Wlicita, The more serious
opposition even then wis confined to those who de-
xived sbeir sapport from the prevalent idolatry, or
who were deeply tinctured with the old pagus litera-
tuss. From thsm, rather than from any fearsiols ai-
tachment of their own to the anclent faith, the popn-
Iace Look Lheir loue, sod began to demand, in & some
whet tamollosry mavuer, the suppression of the
Christians, A reseript of Trsjan, which is (he first

ndicial dm:mn;a:;]:f;he a;u b.‘r.,. “.,wm.?
aity. Fiiny, the Governor o
Bithyuis, 10 whom .bin ws addresssd, was £ plaased
with the effects ¢! i, in prodacing revocauons of faith
aud eserifices to the gods on Whe part of reputed Uhria-
dirciples, that be indolged the fond hops of bri
ing i

. eud. Giadly, too, would
m;mwﬁdhﬂmmﬂdma’ N

have
supplauted the popular rages by the mildsr intory sniicus
ofplp..‘. Marcos Aurelios, ﬂ'ii all his stolcal repug
runoe Lo the erthusisam of the fire; Charistian converts,
would huwmh:zlymwouw l;.lum reconciled 1o
the old, according to thas feeble neo-Platonic synoretism
‘which was coming into vogus, He was even then too
smoraut of the real uature of the Christian scheme 1o
that it wes wholly inoompatible with suy

‘o of Paguuiem, r the most elevated or the
mont debused; for the difference between it and Pu-
ailferance of raorely ustiousl wor-
rﬁnnd, essential, iuera ficable dif-
difference between the one trus

; between &

common people were divided into the machanics, or
.ree artisans of the towns, and the small possessors
of land in the country. Tu the larger citiss, the in-
dustrial population was often numerous; the trades
were organized in different corporations; there
were colleges of carpenters, masons, wmiths, me-
chavicians, workers in marble, gold, and brass, of
perfumers, earders, weavers, dyers, shoomakers,
snd of maripers and merchants, But in order to
mark their plebeian origin, they were compelled to
adopt patrons among the great or richer classes;
the prices of their products snd the rates of their
wuges were determined by law; they found a ruin-
ous eompstition in the publie factories maintained
by the government, and in the labor of slaves, with
whom they would often have been glad to exchange
places, though even that dismal boon was prohibited
by law.

The small possessors in the eountry were faw in
number and wretihed in condition. Property was
in the hands of the pricipal chiefs. Ths cultiva-
tors of the soil, for the most part, were either
slaves, or bondmen, or small holders who worked
on shares with their lords. They wers often op-
pressed by the chieftsins, who wasted the sub-
stance of their fpllowers by turbulest wars and
riofoun living. Yet they lived together, in & certain
rude fellowship on the estate, till the influencs of
Homan mannera corrupted the habits of the lords,
They hecame tired of the simplicity of conntry life,
left their rural homea for the cities, and lavished the
products of their domains in showy and expensive
luxury. The ties between the different classes were
tius broken. The chieftain became an absentes
and an aristoerat, and Lis prodigalitiea inereased
the burdens of hie tenants, till thera was scarcely a
¢ifferenee between them and the slaves.

The upper clamses, on the other band, were
venally enormoualy rich, and devoted to a sump-
tucusand idls indulgence. They allernated their
tine between their city palasces and their country
villas, construeted in the Roman fashion, amid the
grand or picturesque scenes of natore. lIn the
cities, they indnlged in the luxurious and maguifi-
feent delights of the Roman civilization. The mora-
ing was devoted to crowds of clients, suitors, and
flatterers; a little later, came the concourse and
bustle of the forum; at noon, they found a pleasing
oblivion in the siceta; while the eveuing was given
to the baths, the theators, the sports of the gladi-
ators, and to prodigal repasts with their innumer-
able coursee, their perfumes and flowers, their
rhetors, and musie, and daneing girls,

The same eplendid and frivolous existenoe was'
renewed in their rustic resorts. They lived in su

perb villas erected on the borders of a placid Iake,
or & murmuriog stresm, at the foot of  hill plauted
with vines and olives, or on the summit of 8 moun-
tain erowned with pines and onks. With their por-

tieos, Lheir retrests, their dining-halls, their baths,
their museums, and their libraries, they had every
provision for comfurt and enjoyment. One part,
sequestered &nd oool, was sdapted to & summer #o-
Journ, and snother part, warmed by artificial heat,
o the rigors of & winter residence. Bometimas
these rural habitstions were placed on almost inao

ceexible hights, and fortified with walls, and towers,

and ramparts, In times of war, they became places
of refoge; but when all was quiet, their cocupsnts
divided the day between games, the ochase, read-
ings, equitations, sleep, the bath, the theater, and

supper. The libraries, in which the mon came to-

| getber to chat sud disouss, were commonly wall
| supplied with books. Tha intorior apartments wore

roserved for the women who spun, snd resd, and
gossiped. At supper, which was the priacipal msal
of the day, the guests improvied verses, or listaned
to a choir of musicions, or diverted thomaelves with
the picturesque and gravcefal dances which the Ro-
wape had borrowed from the Greeks.

The upper olasees spoke and wrots almost axcla-

eively in tbe Latm Inogusgs, though not parhaps in

the pure Lalivity of Ciocero or Horace. The laws
wore [ssued in Latin, the magistrates interproted

aud applied them in Latin, and oll offisial inter-
course was cantied on in Liatin,  Every official, as.
cordingly, learned the lnogusge of e court, aod
many of the peopls cultivatsd it, aud the litsrature
in which it was embodied, The priests performed
their worship, the professors taught their sciences

in Latio. The etudies of the oullivated classes com.
prised both Greek avd Latin, the Greek philosophy,
a8 expounded by Roman writers, aod ths Roman
jurieprudence, grummar, rhetoric, aud postry. Ja-
risprudence, for which ths Roman mind had such &
rare aptitude, wus studied by the Gauls, and more
than ove professor was celobrated for his knowledge
and ekill. The brillisnt and eopious Gallic geniu,
bowever, turned more freely to rbetoric and the
arts of clegant composition. Bub stdl all the inkal-
leptual efforts of this period are stamped with the
unmistakable marks of decay. The philosophers
were mere smatterers in the remaios of ancieat
thought, and hsd no oviginal impulse or creative
foree, The grammarians were mostly padants,
pritics, annotators, and compilers, far more srid
{han & modern German professor, but with a slight
portion of kis learniog snd industry. The atmos-
phers of despotism was fatal to genius; a decrepit
and corrupt eociety retsined no relish for truth and
noblences of thought; and the geperal mind, with

out the excitement of hops, lost sll motive for lofty
endeavor.

We will pot follow Mr. Godwin through his mas-
terly delineation of the fortunes of Gaul after tas
downfall of the Roman empire, nod the establish-
ment of the German rule over tha nations of Europe,
We have ouly to congratulate him on the brilliaat
commencement of a work, %o which bo has devoted
the studies of years, and which is evidently intouded
s the erowning labor of his life. The repuiation
which be bas honeatly earned from the pudlie, by
his various elegant and suhstantial contributions to
the cause of earnest thovght aud sound knowledge,
bes here found a menument wocthy of his gsaius
and culture, His artistic skill in the gronping of
events and personages, bis deep philosophical io-
sight, bis wide range of lenrning, his power of pic-
turesque illusiralion, snd Lis robast sad manly olo-
quence, bave all been summoned iuto gevial exsr
cise in the composition of this volume, Remsrkabla
slike for its aMuent aud appropriate erudition, for
ita comprehspsive grasp of the principles of sacioty,
for its keen and subtlo analysis of cbaracter, for ice
penetration into the true epirit of the middle ages,
for ite elevated tone of religious and humauitary
sentiment, and for its muscular strength of expree-
gion, it may justly elaim an honorable place among
ibe great historical works which hsve so proudly
signalized the prevent epoch and our own country.

MARSH ON THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

LECTURES ON THE ENGIAAH LANGUAGE. By Geonun
P. Maxse. bvo. pp.68% Charies Borlber,

Inthe opinion of Mr, Marab, no wide Tange of
study in eomparative philology is esseutial to the at-
tainment of o good knowledge of the Eoglish lao-
gusge. He has, accordingly, treated the sabject of
the present volume, without any formidable exhi-
biti i of livguistic research, snd given a popular,
hough truly scientifie, illustration of the principles
of English philology, from oonsiderations derived
from the structure and genius of the langaage itself,
Hia diecuecions sro chyracterized throughout by
sound and ample learning, a vigilant common aansa,
and a mastery of hie position whish is evideatly the
fruit of profound and comprebensiva investization.
In preparivg - the volume, ha has had an eje not so
much to the requircments of professed students, as
to the instruction and satisfaction of the general
wase of intelligent readers. Hia book cannot fail
to prove an agreesble eompanion to all who have a
tuste for advancing beyond the movest surfaos of
koowledge; and the attention which is demanded
for its perusal, will receive a large reward in the
new conceptions which it imparis of the strength,
variety, and besuty of our mother tongue,

The nuwber of English words, it is stated by Mr,
Marsh, that are not yet obsolete, but in approved
utage by correct’ writers and spsakers, ineluding
the nomenclature of sciense and the aris, does not
probably fall short of one hundred shousand. Few
persons, bowever, use as many as ten thousand
words, and the great mejority of well-educated
epeakers nct above three or four thonssnd., Even
Milton and Shakespeare, whose vocabulary is not
surpassed in richnessaod varisty, habitually employ-
ed but a rmall portion of the resources of the lan-
guage. luallthe works of the great dramatist,
there oecur not more than fifteen thousand words,
and in the poems of Milton there are not above
eight thonssnd. Of these, by far the larger pro-
portion is derived from the Anglo-8axon, the Latin,
avd the French. Curious estimates have been given
by different philologiste of the relative amoust of
the reveral elements of English; but they are to be
taken with great allowauce and limitations, Sharon
Tarver, for iustance, gives extrac's from fiftesn
clussical Koglish authors, beginning with Shakes-
peare and ending with Jotneon, for the purpose of
eompariog the proportion of Saxon words used by
these authors reepectively, Bat these extracts,
thoogh often used as & besis for calenlating the pro-
portion of English words in actaal use derived from
foreign sourcee, are not to be relied on as far-
nishing an exact eriterion.  They consist of only
one or two periods from ench author; few of
them extend beyond s hundred worde; vone
of them beyond a hundred and fifty., Mr,
Marsh has gone himeelf into & moch mora elaborats
examination, and obtained results founded not on
averoge estimates from the comparison of soattered
pusunges, but on actusl enumeration. e has thus
exnmined the whole'of the Ormulum (a paraphrastic
tranelstion of a part of the New Testament, made
probably in the early part of the thirteenth centary),
the English Bible, Buakespeare, and the postical
works of Jilton, beside a portion of the works of
numerous writers in diffarent periods of English
literature. The Ormulum was found to contain
nearly nivety-seven per cent of Anglo-Saxon words,
In the vocabulary of the Evglish Bible, sixty per
cent are native. In that of Bhakeepeara, the pro-
portion is very nearly the snme, whils in the postical
works of Milbon it is less than thirty thres per cent.
Even in those writers whose total voeabulary em-
braces the greatest number of foreign words, the
Anglo-Baxon s still the largely predominant ele-
ment. Tous Chaucer, in the **Squier's Tals," has
ninety cent; Bpemsor, in one book of the

Faeris Queen, eighty-six per cent; the Gospel of

8t. Johw, in three chaptors, ninsty-six per cent; St
Matthew, in three chapters, ninofy-three per cont;
acd four chapters of the Epistle to the Romaas,
pinety per cont. The conclusion of the sixtisth
chapter of Hume's History of Eoglsod has seven'y-
three per cont of Auglo-Saxon; the seveath chapter
of Gibbon, seventy per cent; the preface to Joho-
son's Dictionary, seventy-twe per eeat; and two
Jotters of Junius sevooty-six per esab, Ceming
down to a more recent pariod, we find the propor-
tion of Auglo-SBaxen words in Wabster's second
spesch on Foot's reaolution to be seventy-five por
cent; in Wastinglon Irving's Btout Geutleman,
cighty-five per cont; in Macaulay’s Fesay on Lord
Bxeon, seventy-five per cent; in Chaoning's Euway
on Milton seventy-five por cont; in the uniath chap-
ter of Prescott’s Philip 11., seventy-saven per cent;
in Baneroft's description of the Battie of Banker
Hill, seventy-eight per oant; in Bryani's Death of
the Flowers, vinsty-t#o per cont; and in Loagfel-
low's Milea Btapdish, eightyseven per cent.

It nppenrs from thess comparisons that the heat
writers of the preseut day habitaally employ, both
in poetry snd prose, s larger proportion of Avglo-
Saxon words than the best writers of the last oen
fury, takig iuto view the fact that the foreiga
words i the Eoglish voeabalary have greally in-
crensed within the last huodred years. The pro-
grees of art, ssiencn, commerce, and industry, bas
introduced many thousands of Lastio, Frensh, and
other forcign terms. Ilence, in respect to vocabu-
Iary, the sriters of this genoration are naturally in
the position in which Milton was artificiaily. The
wock of words they profess contains more Latia
than Baxon elemente; but the dialect which thay
use from preference is m much the largest propor-
tion, home-born Eglish. Had words of Liatin and
French etymelog s been proportional'y ns namerons
in the time of Johuson and of Gibdon, as they now
are, those authrs instead of employing twenty-
sight or thirty percentof such words, would scaree-
ly bave contented themselves with less thaa fi'ty.

The revolutinos in the use of words present an
inferesting feature of their history. Oue of the
ot common examples of the change in our vozab-
ulsry is the couversion of words which were onse
refined, elegant, and even solemn, into those which
suggests ouly trivial, vulgar, or ludicrous thoughts
and images. Spenser, for instance, in speaking of
an encouster botween two armies or single knights,
often says, they *let drive,” or, * rushed fuil drive,
at each other,” and botn he and lster writers, even
to the tims of Drydau, deseriba in pathetic prsssges
2 1sdy as baviog her face * blubbered with tears.”
The enamon eolloquial phrasa, * to let it slida,” for
it Jeguntly npplyiog which to the American Union
the Governor of Massschusetts has besn severely
oriticised,-has the authority both of Chaucer aad
Shakespeare, Young Lord Walter, in the Clerk's
Tale, was eo devoted to hawking that ** wel neigh
ali other cares let he alyde;” the dissonsolats
Dorigene in the Frankelomes Tale was fain at last
to * late hire sorwe alide;" and Sly, in the Taming
of the Shrew, *leia the world elide.”” Many of the
eurrent oolloquisliems in the country, whish are
supposed to b of American origin, are in fact, of
the gedd old Beitsh family, The Yankees, for in-
stauee, ars sometimes laughed at for taling of a
“might’ of people, but in the famous old romsnce, the
prose Morte d'Arthur, the word is used in the sams
senae, and the high-born dame, Jaliana Barners, lady
priorese of the Nunnery of Sopwell, in the fifteantn
"century, deseribes a large company of friars as a
* bomyuable syght of monkes,”

A fruitful eause of change in the significance of
worde at different periods 12 to be fsund in the smi-
giation of psople into s foreign country. When,
for examp'e, the European coloniste first took pos-

emion of the Atlsntic coast of America, they had
iivtle knowledge of the variely of the material
_ereation as shown by the later researches in nat-
ura! history,  Hence, on first meeting with the
placts and animale of the new world, they gave
bem the pames of the plants and animals which
woet vearly resembled them in their owa country.
Thus, we have the oaksthe pine, the poplar, the
willow, the fir, the beach, and the ash; the trout,
the perch, sud the dace; Lhe bear, the fox, and the
rabbit; the pigeon, the partridge, the robin, and
the sparrow; while the objects designated by the
same rame are generally of differeat species, and
often bearing but a elight resemblance to each
other,

Seversl striking illustrations ara presented by
Mr. Marsh of the comparatively recent intro.
duction of words, which have already attaised the
posiZon of established fixtures in the language.
The word coincids, for example, and ils derivative
noun, coineidence, can searcely elaim the eharacter
of old settlers, which we should be apt to aseribe to
them, Neither of these words is found in Milton or
Stakespeare. I used at all, it was by sclentific
writers. They belong to the language of mathe-
matics, and were originally applied to points or
lines, They afterward passed into common uss, to
denote ideatity of opinion or charactsr, or other
points of resemblance, in different individuals, ar
well a8 the ocourrence of two events ab the same
time. 8till they belonged to the languags of booka
and science rather than to the daily epeech of com-
won life. The explaoation given of the inerease of
tbeir popular use, we confess, would strike us as
fanciful, proceeding from auy less emicent anthority
than that o1 Mr. Marsh. When Jefforson and
Adame bolh died on the same day, July 4, 1526,
the sem-centennmial jublee of the Declaration of
Indsperdence, the event was noticed all over the
word, but more especislly in the United States, aa
an extraoidinary coincidence. The death of Presi-
dent Monroe, a year or two after, also on the
Fourth of July, gave a new impulse to the circuls-
tion of the word coineidence, and in this country, at
least, it at once acquired a. general currency which
it has not yet lost.  The introduction of the word
outsider, nceording to the author, was equally ncci-
dental. At the Baltimere Convention of 1344,
whicl nowinated Mr. Polk for the Presidency, an
exciteent was produced by an alleged attempt to
control the action of the Couvention by persons who
were not regular membere.  In the debate which
aroes on the subject, n prominent speaker proteated
agsiost the interference of outsiders. This word, if
nob sbaclutely new, was new to most who read the
proceediogm of the Convention, and was then em-
ployed for the firat time in & serious way, It was
at once taken up by the public ss a most conveulent
term, and it will no doubt hold its place in the
popular voesbulary,

In tracing the succestive chauges in language, it
is not easy to distnguish between positive cor-
ruptions, and those which belong to the inherent
naturo of buman speech. By theso latter olinnges,
lavgunge continually adapts itself to the condition
of those who use it, grows with their growtn, shaces
in their revolutions, and perishes in their decay,
No special eflort can resist such obanges: but mere
corruptions which arise from accidental osuses may
bo dotected and exposed, and thus prevented from

spreading beyond their source, To pillory such

offenses in tha sacred duty of every scholar. Whea,
therefore, the oritie ridicules the affectation of re-
plying to s remark of your anion by au inter-
rogative Yes 7; when ho laughs at the Cockney use
of immediately and directly inatead of aa seon as,
or after; aa, directly John came, 1 wenk amay; or
the Americanism of employing community withont
the artiole, a8 in community, for in the community;
the vulgarism of such pbrases as in our midst, and
anbelknein to me; the foppery of pronounsiog tha
¢ in eften, or making eron and heavon two exagger-
ated syilablee—in sll these cases s real servics is
rendered to the public and to literature,

The ignorance of grammarians is & frequent
enuso of the corruption of language. Thus the
awkward phrase *the houss ia being built" for ** the
house is building” is & useless snd unidiomaile
neologism, which had its origin, not in the sonnd
common sepee of the peopls, but in the brain of
some grammaticol pretender. This phrase is de-
fended on the ground that it expresses & pawive
ganee by o passive form. Dat, arguea Mr. Mareh,
the langusge abounds in expreasionsthat are active
i form, but passive in significance, 80 {hat tha old
phraso * the housa is building," i supported both
by long usege and $he anslogy of the language.
The active form, for exsmple, is pussive in sense, in
the phrase, he is to blame, take this hiorse to ride, ho
has books to sell, the cow is 0ld enough to milk, the
fruit ia good to eat, Still further, tho verbs to owe,
to miss, to want, are all transitive verbs, bu!no
one hesitates to apeak of debts owing, to say that a
paper is mizsing, or that a dollar is wanting fo
make a specified sum. Beside the cases of sctive
verbal forms with a passive sense, the language,
moreover, bas nouns of a similar cbaracter. Con-
fessor, for instance, according to the analogy of
grammatical construction, should be one who con-
fesscr; whereas it signifies a priest who is confessed
to; prisoner should be a man who imprisons, bat it
signifies one who is imprisoned. We have even ex-
smples of paseive participles, with au active vense.
A well-spoken, cx & fair-spoken man is a man who
spesks well or emoolly; snd well scen in & science
is 8 true English idiom for secing far into, having 8
deep insight into, that seience. Such anomalies
abound in every langusge; and he who resolves to
use no phrase which he cannot parse, 'will soon find
himeelf on a short allowance of expreasion.

We trust that this volums, so fall of rational sug-
geation, and uice discrimination, may be regarded
a# the enrnest of still more profound contributions
to the scienee of English philology, which is now
attracting the atteniion of so many sccomplished
scholars on both s .des of the Atlantio. Few men
are better qualified by intelloctual habits and per-
sonal studies to render valuable servises in this de-
pertment of learning than the suthor of the present
work, Tlis wide and accurate researches have fur-
nished him with the requisite knowledge; while
hix excellent taste and skill in composition enable
him to reproduee it in a popular form.

HOW TO CULTIVATE AND PRESERVE CELERY. By

Tusorniney Romsatr, Edited, with s Prefase, by HEvur
8. OLgoiT.  Bvo., pp. 100, C. M. Saxton, Barker & Ca.

It ia well undersiood by market gardeners that fow
plante are go dificnlt of gucoessl cultivation as thaito
which the pre:ent volume is devoted. If the seed is
merely sown and left to itself, the plant will grow
rauk and green, with a profuzion of leaves, sud wholly
unfit for the table. It ia often transplanted whena fow
inches high, and the stalks, after growiog for & whils,
surronnded with earth, Thus bemmed io, and having
no ascess to the sunlight except ot the top, the etslks
indeed grow white, but, at the same time, become
liable to disense. It is only by long experienca in the
bosinees that the exsot processes can be learned by
which it iz possible to eecare s good erop of celery.
One of the most sucosyaful cultivstors in the country
has bere given the meihods by which he has made the
produzts of his own grounds & model of exceliance in
their line, The directions are laid down in & clear and
practical mavner, and are amply illastrated by appro-
printe Grawings. It is anponnced that this volume
will be followed by othere, forming a series of hand-
books, on the most important garden vegelables.

NEMOIRS OF THE DUCILESS OF ORLEANS., By the
Mangruss nx H—. Togather with Blographioal Sonvenire
and Origioal Lottars, Coliected by Prof. G. H. Ds Behubers.
‘ln&l'u.nd from the Frewmch. 12mo, pp. 3L Cladls

ber.

The personal character of the Dachess of Orleana,
whose death in exile took place about two years since,
presented an example of womanly axcellence, such as
15 not often found within the precinots of & roysl court.
After the revolution of 1848, she saffered varions triala
and misfortunes, incident to the change in her position,
bat her élevation of mind was never disturbed, and she
endured the sorrows of un exile with exemplary sweet-
ness and fortitade, The present volume contaius an
irteresting memoir of her life, with a seriss of personal
recolloctions from an aushentic source, It is entitled to
a cordial welcome in American literature, and cannot
feil to be read with entlsfaction and profit,

it
HOW TO LIVE; Or, Domesaric Evoxour. Tilustratod. By
Soron Homixsox. 12mo., pp. 48, Fowler & Wells,

How to get the best Living from the smullest snm of
money is here explained in a perfectly explicis, com-
mon-sense mauner, The writer has noticed innumer-
able instances of extravagauce and weste in the ar-
rangements of families, and gives many useful direc-
tions ea lo the mode of avoiding them. Whoaver would
live well aud save money on small means must read
this little volume.

S —

SEAMANSHIP, AND ITS ASSOCIATED DUTIES IN THR
ROYAL NAVY. B{‘_qumt. A. H. Awsron, R. N, 1me.
PP #3. Routledge, Warne, & Boutledge.

A manusl of practical seamanelip, degignad especially
for the instruction of the midshipmen in the British
Navy, but well adapted by iis precision and compre-
hensiveness for general use,
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ROOKS RECEIVED.

Cerollne Perthes; the Christien Wifo, Condensed from tha
Life of Frederich Christopler Peribes. By Mm. L. C,
Tutbill. 13mo. pp. 5ia. lrnb--n Carter & Brothers,

Blind Man's Holidsy. By the Author of * Mis and Chailie,”
lémo, pp. 868 The Eame.

Aspirations from the lnoer, the Spl:ltunl Life, siming to reeon-
chla Hr'!l_'luntl.lh'rllm! Belnee, and Art, with 'hlu. and

Hepe, snd Love, and Imwmertality. 12me. pp. 570, B
Hegey AP Gocsonc, M. D.. Losem b Co.. y
Beamunrhip, snd Ita Assoclatod Duties in the Royal Nuvy. By
Lisut, H, H Alston, I N. 12me. pp. lJ. Routledgs,
Lestaree 60 Nainral ooty By P.A Chadbourse. 12ma.
on ur slarr. . ; me.
160, A 8. Bll‘ll'l':r urr., o -

Ruth and Her Friends, A Story for Olile. léwe.
P gy %‘.’""h“hhmﬁ‘m 1, LL o e
wench not b b "
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—A foretaste of Mr. Bancroft's fortheoming volume
wis given at the meeting of the IHistorical Soeiety on
Tresduy lust—the paper for the evening, read by Mr.
Moore, the Secretury, forming the chapter relating to
Monigomery's Expedition to Quebee. eing from its
nature in episode to the great drama, it had all the
wdvuutages of 4 complete story, and was heard with
very grest interest und aitention.

—A fragment of his desarly-bought experience is
given incidentally by Mer, Sals, in his last psper on
* Hogarth,” where he relates how * an early patron”
onos preceed him to write ** a good poom”'—" in the
Byron style,” you ** know,""—and offered him & guines
for it down,

~A very large portion of the rising of En.
plind is now deeply Intorested in tho ttive
Exsminution System. Through the wistakes xnd
Ulunders {nssparable from & newly-organized servive,
the plan seema to be seitling down into & regularly-
adopted aystem, but complaivia are rife of the useless
tronble and injustice caused by the crotchets of exam-

copy could be found.

of variona tizes, and bronghs the extraordinary prios of
£431, or more than §2,000,

edition of * Herodotos is jnsi lssued in London, com-
pleting that great classieal work, with a fall indsx,
liat of aathors, and edidons quoted, and their apparates.
The third volome of Messes. Appleton’s reprint has

lutely nppeared, and they will lose not'me in pressatiag
the finished book to Amerizan stadents. Uatil some

discoveriea of equal importance to those whish nave
mmortalizad their pames (& thing scarcely 1o be ex-
pected in our generation), pothing csn afect the valus
of this greet treasure-house of information n'ﬁ.
the ancient world, :
. =Lord Carlisle relates a characteristic instance of
Macaulsy's in apt quotation from the stores
of his vast memory. They were together in s literary
circle when Lady Morgan was indnlging in some
P " on serious sabjects immediately efisr
the discassion of & fatal accident arising by the fall of
some houses in Tottenham Conrt Road (whish was
said by the Edinburgh Review to have snggosted the
catastrophe of *‘ Liwle Dorritt”). While the converss-
tion was going on, Macaulay whispered to his com-

Tug havses thrunder on your bead,
A:rhu- AIWWM;MM

a couplet from Dr. Johneon's “ London,” in imitaton
of the Third Satire of Juvenal.

—Dr, Whewell haa completed the remolding of bia
# Philosophy of the Indactive Scisnces,” by the pabli-
eation of the third part, entitled *The Philosophy of
Discovery,” the other two portions of the work bsing
« History of Scientific Idens,” 2 vols., snd “* Novewm
Organum Renovatum,” 1 vol., forming, with his
“ History," & beautifal little et of ssven volumes of &
12mo. size, & large portion of the Philosophy of Dis-
covery is new matter, relating to the latest phases of
plilosophical thonght, and containing chapters om
Mesers. J. Stoart, Mill, Mansell, Maurics, &, and
severe strictures on the positive achool of Comte, with
whom, us the champion of Theory, Dr, Whewell hay
frreconcilable differences. Mesera. Appleton & Co.
will probably issue theee works as & compleiion to their
edition of the ** History " ia 2 vola., 8vo.

—'"The Life of Edward Malone,"” just published by
Bmith & Elder, is & great treat to students of the liers
ture of the Georgian Era; many interesting traita of
Johoson, Reynolds, Garrick, Barettl, Pops, Warbar-
ton, &c., are seattered through the correspondence and
memorands of the Buakespeare commentstor—an emi- *
nently respectable map, with every advantage of
wealth, leisure and position, who yet failed vo make
any distinguishiog name ia literature, and is moat
known to the present generation of readers as the
* Sapient Trouble Tomb" (of Chsrles Lamb), whose
uusparing whitewash brash obliternted the lively
pstural colors of the Stratford Efligy of Shukeapaare,
Like every one alse, Malone had his cheory of Juaias,
and “ ghows cause”” how Mr. Samuel Dyer of the Lite-
rary Club may have been the anthor, in connexion
with Edmund and Richsard Burke.

—Mezere. Bradbury & Evans, who bave been s
select and fortunate in their issnes (chiefly conflued to
authors of the * Pun¢h” circle, asa Donglas Jerrold,
s Becket, Thackeray, and Wiliam Sariees, the sportiag
novelists and historians of Jerrocks Jaunts), announce
three new works which, from such a soarce, sre prob-

bly of some interest. ‘' The Aniobiography of sa

talian Rebel;” by C. Ricciardi; from the [walisn by

Mise M. N. Bmith, *The Tin Box: A Story of the
Last Centary;" from the escritoire of the late Samnsl
Scobel, Clerk; edited by G. W., aud “The Eomum
Republie: A Review of some of the Salient Points in ita
Higiory:” by Horace Moule. All to sppeyr inthe
present month,

~The great work of Prof, Cockerell, R. A., on Gre-
cinn Architecture, is annaunced for speedy publication
by Mr. John Weale. It includes “ exquisite illustra-
tive pluies from coetly drawinge made by the most
eminent artists, of the Temple of Jupiter Panhellenius,
at Egins, and of Apollo Fpicurus, at Basse, near
Thigallia, in Arcadia,” in one imperial folio volame,
It is more than thirty years since this work was
first anpounced, and its appearance has been awaited
with anxiety a8 necsssary to complete onr thoroagh
koowledge of the highest remains of Greciun clamioal
art. Mr. Cocksrell was among the earliest explorers
of this field, and one of the party who discovered the
ecnlptared Frieze at each of the above named templea.
The Egina marbles, throngh the remismess of the En-
gligh agent, were secured by the King of Bavaria, and
aré now the chief ornament of the Giyptothek a4 Ma-
nich; the Phiguleian series is in the sculpture gallery
of the Britigh Museum. N

—The fast yonog ladies, the two Misses Dunlop, who
made the public the confidants of their adventures in
“ A Timely Retreat from Bengal,” are now, throagh
Mr. Beutley, going to sequaint us * How (they) We
Spent the Automn of 1859, The * Unprotected Fe-
melo in Norway and Sicily ” proffers no new disclosares
for the present senson, 2o it is to be boped has “ sowed
her wild oats,” and settled down to the more copgenial
cares of domestic lifa,

—Great excitement is now existing in France among
liberal men of letters as to the probable fate of Yok
taire’s literary relics. Throngh his niece (the fins
legatee) and the Marquis de Villette, the entire personal
property of Voltaire hus descended to a French Prolate,
Mgr. de Drewr Breze, Bishop of Meanx, ona of the
most intolerant and retrograde members of the Gallican
hierarchy, to whom the very name of the grest writer
wast be & bogbear, *“ What will be do with it,” is the
question uppermost in the minds of the liberals, Con-
sidering the precious bequest, which includes evea the
beart of Voltaire preserved in o silver nrn, an Auto da
F# of the invaluable relics, papers, &e., is more than
binted at, and seems to be quite within the power of
the uncongeniul possessor.

~The Wobster aud Worsester Fight of the Dictioo-
pries rages hers with so much fiercenses that compara-
tively little attention is paid to the forthcoming edition
of “ Dr., Johnson's English Dictionary,” on which Dr.
Latham, the well-known philologer and ethnologist,
Lus been enguged for some years for Mosars. Long=
man. £1,600, or eight thonsand dollare, was the edi-
tor's compensation at first agreed upon, but from the ua=
expected time required, this is prodably incressed,
wmhpublhhodhpngndmymhmh

~Two more parts of Baron Buusen's “ Bitle for the
People,” bave appeared; one includes & trazalation of
Ieniah; the other comprehends numercus
on the Pentatench, entering larkely on questiops of ts
origin, materials, and interpretation. The analysls of
the Levitical laws, by which the Mosiao geros sre dis-
tinguished from subsoquent accretions, is of the higest
interest. The Ten Piagnes of Egypt are somewhab
handled, as haviog & true indi-
busle, but we explicable by natural phenomens,
gonsous to Egypt in all ages. Even those who hes-
tate to follow the author in his details must be strock
with the brilliant of his

iners, who are too anxiows to show off thelr own .

which tend more sud more, in proportion a4 they are



